
His contributions go be-

yond just the positions 

he holds.  He always 

has a bright smile and 

eagerness to achieve 

the goals of the OHC. 

Please extend, with 

me, your congratula-

tions to Jim Stone on 

his achievement. 

Don Van Buren 

President of the OHC 

Ohio Council 2008 

Award of Excel-

lence 

The Federation of Fly 

Fishers (FFF) Ohio 

Council (OHC) 2008 

Award of Excellence has 

been awarded to Jim 

Stone, a member of the 

Mohican Fly Fishers of 

Ohio Club and is the 

OHC Secretary. 

Jim is one of our origi-

nal OHC Directors, 

starting with the Ohio 

Council Initiative, then 

the Ohio Sub Council to 

the Great Lakes Council 

and final remaining with 

us, OHC, as we became 

a full fledge FFF Coun-

cil. 

Other contributions by 

Jim have been his devel-

oping the OHC Web site, 

the OHC Logo and sev-

eral other OHC projects. 

Jim Stone Awarded 

A New look 

  As you can see  our 
Newsletter has a new 
look!  In order to add 
more content and keep 
the size to a comfortable 
limit.  We have decided 
to try this format  for 
this month.  If you have 
any concerns please 

convey them to VP com-
munications.  Due to the 
Holidays and time con-
straints Club informa-
tion is limited this Issue.     

   Please remember we 
are always looking for 
content, submit any club 
info you feel is impor-

tant.  Also all Conserva-
tion and Education in-
formation. 

OHC President  Don VanBuren 
Awards Jim Stone  With his  Ex-
cellence  Award 
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 As we get ready to enter into 
our third year as a full Federation of 
Fly Fishers (FFF) council, the Ohio 
Council (OHC) has much to look for-
ward to.   

In addition to the two Federation of 
Fly Fishers (FFF) committees, 
ñCommunicationsò and ñBest Prac-
tices,ò we have also extended our pres-
ence to the FFF Conservation and 
Educations committees as well as the 
FFF ñFly Tying Groupò. 

I, as your Council President, have 
been active with the ñCouncil Presi-
dent Committeeò (CP) supporting the 
FFF objectives.  I have also been asked 
and agreed to serve on the FFF Board 
of Directors representing the OHC. 

One of our OHC Directors, Jerry Po-
len, has been very active with Educa-
tion with emphasis on two programs 
ñHooked on Fishing Not on Drugsò 
and the Ohio Division of Natural re-
sources (ODNR) ñPassport to Fishing 
(PF).  Jerry is making progress with 
adding Fly Fishing as part of the cur-
riculum to the PF program. 

Paul Blanch, our OHC Treasurer, was 
given the task, late 2008, of develop-
ing ñProject Healing Waters Fly Fish-
ingò (PHWFF).  His efforts have 
moved this program forward and we 
have plans to launch the program dur-
ing 2009.  Future details will be an-
nounced as we get closer to our kick 
off date. 

The economic times and individual 
schedules precluded the OHC Officers 
from visiting all of the OHC member 
clubs as anticipated during 2008.  
This project will be addressed again in 
2009. David Snyder our OHC Com-
munications Director will be setting 
up a schedule of visits based on the 
individual clubs interest.  We would 

like to meet with your clubs leadership 
and membership to exchange ideas, 
information and answer questions 
about the OHC and FFF. 

Our OHC Board of Directors meetings 
are open to the public and we would 
welcome visitors.  See our website 
http://www.ohiofff.org for a schedule 
of our meetings under the ñEvents 
Calendarò link. 

The Ohio Council member clubs are 
an outstanding group of clubs, each 
successful and highly motivated.  We 
are very fortunate here in Ohio to have 
this group of clubs looking out for our 
Fly Fishing interests.  I have always 
believed that any organization is only 
as good as its members and I can hon-
estly state the Ohio Clubs do an out-
standing job of promoting Fly Fishing, 
Conservation, Education and support-
ing the FFF. 

On behalf of the OHC I wish you a 
Merry Christmas and a Healthy and 
Joyful New Year. 

    

 Don Van Buren  

             OHC President. 

From the Presidentôs Desk 
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WE ARE VERY 

FORTUNATE 

HERE IN OHIO 

TO HAVE THIS 

GROUP OF 

CLUBS 

LOOKING OUT 

FOR OUR FLY 

FISHING 

INTERESTS.  

http://www.ohiofff.org/


PHWFF (Project heal-

ing water ï fly fishing)  

We have just passed 

Thanksgiving and are 

headed into the Christ-

mas and yearend holi-

days.  It is a good time to 

reflect on all the things 

we are blessed to have; 

friends, family, health.  I 

do want to point out that 

a lot of our blessings 

come from those who 

served our country in 

war and conflict. Our 

veterans have come 

home from WWII, Ko-

rea, Viet Nam, Afghani-

stan, Iraq, as well others   

and we owe them a debt 

of gratitude.   We have, 

as a club, the opportu-

nity help those that came 

home with physical and 

emotional disabilities. 

Project Healing Waters 

addresses some of the 

issues that these brave 

vets face and lets them 

experience what we all 

enjoy with fly fishing 

and fly tying.   I have 

contacted the Veteran 

Administration (VA) 

hospital in Brecksville, 

and we, the Federation 

of Fly Fishers (FFF) 

Ohio Council (OHC) are 

establishing a program, 

with the assistance of 

local FFF clubs, to teach, 

interact and help several 

vets with our brand of 

entertainment. 

The program has not 

been completely defined 

yet but will be controlled 

by the VA and will help 

those vets they are 

choosing.  We will be 

able to teach fly tying as 

well as casting.  We will 

also be able to accom-

pany these vets to   off 

site locations to actually 

fish. It will be an ongo-

ing program that will be 

established by the VA 

and North Coast Fly 

Fishers (NCFF) will pro-

vide people resources.  

The ratio of our people 

to the vets will be close 

as we do not want to 

burden either the vets or 

the volunteers.  The ad-

dition of other local 

clubs and locations can 

expand this program and 

allow for collaboration of 

multiple FFF clubs and 

people at various loca-

tions. 

To the Latter I am ask-

ing for volunteers to help 

these Veterans.  The 

commitment will not be 

excessive, however, it 

must be consistent and 

on-going or we do a dis-

service to our club as 

well as the vets and the 

VA.  Without our com-

mitment this program 

cannot materialize.  I do 

need to hear from every-

one on this as to avail-

able interest, time avail-

able, hours etc.  As I 

mentioned, the program 

is not set as yet but we 

need to establish that we 

are here and willing and 

able to support it. 

Please send me an e-

mail or a note and let me 

know what commitment 

you are willing to take to 

help our vets.    Giving 

back pays larger divi-

dends than we can imag-

ine. 

Think about it and letôs 

get this program rolling. 

Thanks, 

 Paul Blanch 

PHWFF Coordinator 

Blanch.ps@alertstampin
g.com 

Project Healing Waters 
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Project Healing Waters Fly 
Fishing, Inc. is dedicated to the 
physical and emotional reha-
bilitation of disabled active 
duty military personnel and 
veterans through fly fishing 
and fly tying education and 
outings. 
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Part 2 

How Many Aquatic 
Nonindigenous Spe-
cies are there in the 

Great Lakes? 

The earliest record of an 
aquatic species invasion 
in the Great Lakes is the 
sea lamprey, first enter-
ing the Great Lakes from 
the Atlantic Ocean via 
the Erie Canal during 
the 1820s. Extensive lit-
erature reviews have 
documented 162 aquatic 
nonindigenous species 
established in the Great 
Lakes as of 2000, by 
2005 at least 182 have 
been reported in the 
Great Lakes represent-
ing fishes, invertebrates, 
aquatic plants, algae, 
and pathogens. This 
number is best inter-
preted as a minimum. 
Identification depends 
on our ability to find, 

recognize, verify, and 
document new species, 
which is, in turn, depend-
ent on our ability to sam-
ple the system, and how 
often. 

 

 

Where are these Or-
ganisms (species) 

Coming From? 

 

By far, the majority of 
aquatic species that have 
invaded the Great Lakes 
are native to Eurasia. 
More recently, species 
native to the Ponto-
Caspian basins (Black, 
Caspian, and Azov Seas) 
of eastern Europe have 
been remarkably success-
ful in the Great Lakes. Of 
11 ballast-implicated in-
vasions since 1986, 8 are 
by Ponto-Caspian species. 
Prominent among Ponto-

Caspian invaders are ze-
bra mussels, quagga 
mussels, round gobies, 
fishhook waterfleas and 
Echinogammarus am-
phipods. These Ponto-
Caspian taxa now consti-
tute a very significant 
component of the bio-
mass and productivity of 
Great Lakes' food webs. 
Coastal North Atlantic is 
the second largest 
known source for nonin-
digenous species in the 
Great Lakes, although it 
ranks far behind Eura-
sia. Examples of AIS 
from this region include 
sea lamprey, alewife, and 
blue-black herring. 

 

Do you need help writing a successful grant 

proposal for your next conservation project?  

 Here are some great resources to get you started. 

  

http://nonprofit.about.com/od/fundraising/ht/prop

osals.htm 

http://www.cpcwnc.org/Toolbox/writinggrants.html  

Aquatic Nonindigenous and Invasive Species  

A Multi ɀ Issue Report  

By Steve Rose 

Grant Help is Here 
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BY FAR, THE 

MAJORITY OF 

AQUATIC SPECIES 

THAT HAVE 

INVADED THE 

GREAT LAKES ARE 

NATIVE TO 

EURASIA.  

http://nonprofit.about.com/od/fundraising/ht/proposals.htm
http://nonprofit.about.com/od/fundraising/ht/proposals.htm
http://www.cpcwnc.org/Toolbox/writinggrants.html


FFF Sets Goal of 8,000 
Members to Take Pledge; 
Member and Club Incen-
tives Included In the Pledge 
Drive 

 

The Federation of Fly Fish-
ers has teamed with the 
Recreational Boating and 
Fishing Foundation (RBFF) 
in a national campaign to 
introduce newcomers to fly 
fishing.  Anglersõ Legacy 
encourages avid anglers to 
share their passion for fish-
ing and "Take the Pledge" --
ða promise to take at least 

one new person fishing 
during the coming year.  
FFF has set a goal of having 
8,000 members and fellow 
anglers take the Anglersõ 
Legacy Pledge between now 
and March 2009, and has 
developed an incentive pro-
gram to reward members 
and the newcomers they 
introduce to fly fishing.  

òThe Anglersõ Leg-
acy Pledge aligns perfectly 
with FFFõs mission of edu-
cation through the sport of 
fly fishing,ó said FFF Presi-
dent and CEO R.P. òPeteó 
VanGytenbeek. òItõs fitting 
that weõre the first national 
fly fishing organization to 
participate in this important 
endeavor that promotes 
fishing, specifically fly fish-
ing, to future generations.ó 

According to a 
2008 survey of Ambassa-
dors, most take more than 
four people a year fishing 
and also purchase 3.2 fish-
ing licenses. To date, the 

Anglersõ Legacy program 
has signed on more than 
75,000 Ambassadors nation-
wide. 

Special Incentive Pro-
gram Rewards Ambassa-
dors and Newcomers 

To help boost the 
pledge drive, FFF is offering 
an incentive that is benefi-
cial to current and potential 
members, newcomers and 
local clubs. Once FFF 
members pledge to become 
an ambassador, they can 
offer a $15 discounted FFF 
membership to those 
friends and family they in-
troduce to the sport.  FFF 
will also extend the $15 dis-
count membership to all 
new Ambassadors (who are 
not currently FFF members) 
and the newcomers they 
take fishing.  

òBecoming an Am-
bassador can also help in-
crease membership in our 
local fly fishing clubs be-
cause FFF-member Ambas-
sadors can use the opportu-
nity to recruit their new-
comers to join their local 
clubsó said VanGytenbeek. 
òThis also increases their 
clubõs ability to earn addi-
tional free fly rods through 
the existing incentive pro-
gram to have more FFF 
members represented in 
local fly clubs.  

 
In order track 

FFFõs progress towards the 
8,000 ambassador goal: 
Members are encouraged to 

access the Anglersõ Legacy 
Pledge site directly through 
the FFF Web site.  Visit 
www.fedflyfishers.org and 
click on the Anglersõ Legacy 
logo -- located on the home 
page -- which takes you di-
rectly to the Anglersõ Legacy 
Web site. To obtain the half
-price membership, mem-
bers must do the following: 
Once you take the Pledge, 
print the òthank youó mes-
sage (which appears on-
screen after the pledge has 
been submitted online) and 
retain it so your newcomer 
can receive the $15 mem-
bership. Then visit http://
www.fedflyfishers.org/
Default.aspx?tabid=4971 
and print out the member-
ship form & attach the 
printed òthank-youó page to 
the newcomerõs FFF mem-
bership form and a $15 
check and mail it to FFF 

.If a newcomer 
decides to join your local 
club, be sure to record 
your clubõs name on the 
membership form in or-
der to receive credit to-
wards free fly rods.  

Remember ð when 
taking the Pledge directly 
from the AnglersLegacy.org 
Web site, one must enter 
this promo code: FED-
FLY08.  This way, FFF gets 
òcreditó toward its goal.  

 

Federation of Fly Fishers Launches National Anglersô Legacy Pledge Drive 
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ñBecoming an 
Ambassador is very 
easy, and at the same 
time, can do so much 
for our sport, our 
home waters and 
conservation efforts 
as well as for FFF 
and our local clubs,ò 
said Van Gytenbeek. 
ñWe should all take 
the Pledge to pass on 
the legacyéafter all, 
someone did that for 
us during our lives. 
Itôs time for us share 
our sport with 
another person.ò 

http://www.takemefishing.org/community/anglers-legacy/take-the-pledge
http://www.rbff.org/page.cfm?PageID=5&TID=11&CID=23&NID=165
http://www.fedflyfishers.org
http://www.fedflyfishers.org/Default.aspx?tabid=4971
http://www.fedflyfishers.org/Default.aspx?tabid=4971
http://www.fedflyfishers.org/Default.aspx?tabid=4971


Membership Incentives 

 Sept 1st, 2008 ï Dec. 31st 2008 for now, 

until the end of the year.  To refresh your 

memories:  Å Rod incentives continue to 

apply 

   Affiliate club members may join for $15 

ï no renewals                   Charter Clubs 

may sell new members at the $15 rate 

 

 Special incentive rates for: 

Family $25 

3 yr $50 

The holiday season will soon be here.  

What better way of gift giving for a 

fishing friend? 

Membership Report  
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Admission $6.00/person 
Children under 12 - free 

Parking - free  

Included in the price of admission, 
you will be eligible to win door 

prizes to be drawn throughout the 
Fly Fishing Show. Great fly fishing 

prizes will be given to the lucky win-
ners.  

Directions  
Getting to the Receptions Confer-

ence Center  
is easy.  

Itôs located off Rt. 4 in Fairfield, 
Ohio 

(northern Cincinnati). 
 

Traveling on I-275, take Exit 41 and 
travel approximately 2 miles north 

on Rt. 4.   
 

Turn left at Boymel  
(there is a stoplight at the intersec-
tion and a McDonalds on the cor-

ner).  
 

Travel approximately 0.2 miles.   
The Receptions is located on the 

right side. Parking is free  and avail-
able on both sides of the street 

Programs  
9:00  Registration Opens 
9:00 - 4:30 Exhibits Open 

 
10:00 Presentation #1 

Steve Waak  

 
 

11:00 Fly Tying 
Demonstration #1 

 
12:00 Presentation #2 
Ian and Charity Rutter  

 
 

1:00 Fly Tying 
Demonstration #2 

 
2:00 Presentation #3 

Dan Pribanic  

 
 

4:30 Doors Close 
 

Programs subject to change 
without notice 
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8th Annual 

 

Northern Ohio Fly Tying ExpositionÊ 

 
 

Sponsored By: 

 

           North Coast Fly Fishers, Inc. 

 

A Charter Club of the Federation of Fly Fishers (FFF) 

  

Saturday  January 10, 2009   

 

9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M. 

 

Lakeland Community College Gymnasium 

 

7700 Clock tower Drive 

Kirtland, Ohio 44094 

 

 

Registration Fees  

 

Adult Individual  $10.00  

Youth 12-17  $8.00  

Kids under 12 Admitted Free 

 

Click here for the Show Hotel Information 

 

Click here for Seminar Schedule 

 

Click here for Vendor Listing 

 

Click here for Lakeland College Map 

(Requires Acrobat Reader to view. Get it free at www.Adobe.com) 

http://www.expo2009.ncff.net/Expo2009hotel.htm
http://www.expo2009.ncff.net/Expo2009seminars.htm
http://www.expo2009.ncff.net/Expo2009vendors.htm
http://www.expo2009.ncff.net/Lakeland%20Map-1.pdf
http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html?promoid=BUIGO
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OHC Leadership 

Council Mission Statement 

The purpose of the Ohio Council (OHC) is to support the Federation of Fly Fishers (FFF), representing the 
FFF associated Clubs of Ohio and adjacent states.  We will strive to meet this objective by: 

¶ Creating an atmosphere that encourages education, conservation and the enjoyment of fly-fishing, fly 
tying and related activities. 

¶   Developing practical goals supporting education, conservation and the enjoyment of fly-fishing and 
fly tying. 

¶ Freely sharing information and knowledge as it involves fly-fishing and fly tying.   

¶ Encouraging and promoting communications with Fly Fishers and Fly Fishing Clubs. 

¶ Cultivating, encouraging and teaching sound conservation practices that preserve and improve our 
environment and water resources. 

¶ Educating as many people as we can to the joys, delights of fly-fishing, and fly tying. 

¶ Maintaining a current informational base on issues, concerns and practices as they pertain to fly-
fishing and fly tying for the OHC area. 

The Ohio Fly Line is an official publication of the Ohio Council (OHC) of the Federation of Fly Fishers (FFF), 

and is solely responsible for its content.  The OHC FLY LINE is published four times yearly we are interested 

in articles regarding your local club activities, conservation project, educational event, etc.  Articles should be 

sent to the Editor via E-mail, or sent on diskettes through the mail.  Send all articles in MS Word, Word Per-

fect or Text formats, and all pictures in JPEG format only.  Do not send BMP files, photographs or typed 

Sheets.  All item submitted be the property of ñThe Ohio Council (OHC) and will not be returned. 
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