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Count our blessing! 
At a recent instructional Fly FisƘƛƴƎ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŜǾŜƴǘ L ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ ŀƴ ƛƴǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ άƭƛŦŜ ƭŜǎǎƻƴέ ŀƴŘ 

that is just how indomitable the human spirit is.  I had an opportunity, which few of us get, to assist a blind, 
terminally ill youngster to Fly Fish. 

We, the volunteers, were standing around exchanging small talk waiting for our students to arrive.  
Cars were in and out of the parking lot, some dropping off kids others parking and joining in with the kids.  
Suddenly a hush fell over the group as a student disembarked from a vehicle holdinƎ Ƙƛǎ 5ŀŘΩǎ ŀǊƳ ŀƴŘ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŀ 
cane to sense his way while walking.  

LΣ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ {ǘŜǾŜ DƻǎǎŀƎŜΣ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƭŀŘǎ άDƛƭƭȅέ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ 
fishing.  As we walked to the fishing site, I had a chance to talk to his father and learn the seriousness of his 
ǎƻƴΩǎ ǊŀǊŜ ƛƭƭƴŜǎǎΦ   

The things we take for granted while Fly Fishing, choosing a fly, tying on that fly, casting, site casting to 
a spot on the water, watching the end of the fly line for the take, etc., etc. were not available to this 
youngster.  We had to help him accomplish those simple tasks with the intended goal of him enjoying the 
experience. 

Lǘ ƛǎ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜǊŀǇŜǳǘƛŎ ōŜƛƴƎ ƴŜŀǊ ŀ ǎǘǊŜŀƳ ƛǎΦ  hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎǎǘŜǊ ǎŀƛŘ ǿŀǎ άL 
ƘŜŀǊ ŀ ǿŀǘŜǊŦŀƭƭέΗ  ²Ŝ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ picked a spot just above a restricted stream outlet and the water was being 
force through this restriction and creating a section of fast water, thus the sound effect.  Throughout the 
morning our student, while fishing eagerly announced the sounds of birds, distant trains, and fish jumping and 
splashing back into the water with excitement.  

During the morning of fishing, his father kept shooting video, taking pictures and constantly 
encouraging his son.  The interaction between father and son was a displayed of love and joy.   

We learned recently he had caught his first Walleye, now he was after Trout!  Our student caught 
three very nice trout; his first was a large trout, while the second was huge!  He ended his days catch with a 
normal sized trout but all were equally important to him. 

It was pure joy listening to him and watching him hold the net with his catch, pose for a picture, touch 
his catch, feel the fly, which by now was badly chewed up, and compare it to a new fly by simply touching it. 

Throughout the mornings activities both Steve and I had our teaching skills enriched by this 
experience.  Innumerable delightful and insightful little experiences happened to us during this time together.  
I sincerely believe we took away more from the experience than our fishing friend.   

We had one last surprise!  The youngster, after the gear was stored, went for a walk, with his dad, 
along the stream so he could enjoy the day a bit more.  When was the last time you took a walk along the 
stream you just finished fishing to extend the days enjoyment?   

Yes, we need to count our blessings! 
       Donald R. Van Buren   

http://www.ohiofff.org/
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From my Tying Bench  
Notes from the 1 st Vice president  

 

Thinking about joining a Club or Better yet forms a Club?  We can help!  The Ohio Council has 

all the things you need.  Just contact us and we will help you, from beginning thru completion.  

However, the journey does not stop there; the Council, which you will be a part of, will remain as a 

part of your Clubs extended family.   

If anyone is interested, I have several members in the Strongsville, Berea, North-Royalton 

area, that are thinking of starting a club.  Please contact me at vpcommunications@fffohio.org or our 

President at president@ohiofff.org if interested.   

The Council is starting to visit Clubs; I am truly looking forward to this project, as I will be able 

to meet all of you finally, that I have talked with.  This project will help us (The OHC) to see what your 

Club expects and needs form you State Council and the Federation of Fly Fishers. 

I wish to say thank you, to those who attended the Educational Program the Ohio Council 

sponsored.  We now have Certified Instructors for HOFNOD and Pass Port Programs.  Also thank you 

to Jerry Polen for his planning and effort in this matter and Marc Sommer from ODNR for his 

Instruction of the Class.  It was well presented and enjoyed by all. 

 

 

 

 

           THE OHIO COUNCIL WANTS YOU 

 

 
 

We need more clubs to join the ranks to help in the 

conservation and education efforts of the Ohio Council & 

FFF.  If you would like to start a club or know of a club that 

might be interested in affiliating with the Ohio Council & 

FFF, please direct them to: vpcommunications@ohiofff.org 

 

Contents 

 
Presidents Report  1 

1st. V.P. Report 2 

Education 3 

Conservation 5 

From FFF 7 

Warm Water  16 

Stripers 8 

Fly Pattern 9 

Meetings 17 

Leadership 17 

 

From the Clubs 
BUFF 10 

Firelands FF 12 

Land of Legend FF 14 

 

 

 

file:///C:\Users\David\Documents\Fly%20Fishing\Ohio%20Council%20of%20FFF\Articles%20from%20VP\vpcommunications@fffohio.org
file:///C:\Users\David\Documents\Fly%20Fishing\Ohio%20Council%20of%20FFF\Articles%20from%20VP\president@ohiofff.org
vpcommunications@ohiofff.org


OHC FLY Line 
 

Page 3 of 18 

Ohio Fly Line Newsletter 

Copyrighted by the Ohio Council © 2008 

 

 

EDUCATION REPORT 
 

Marc Sommer, State of Ohio Aquatic Coordinator for ODNR conducted a certification course 

on both the άIƻƻƪŜŘ ƻƴ CƛǎƘƛƴƎΣ bƻǘ ƻƴ 5ǊǳƎǎέ program and the άtŀǎǎǇƻǊǘ ǘƻ CƛǎƘƛƴƎέ program on 

April 27th. 

Nine Federation of Fly Fishers members, two Guests from the Defiance Bass Club and two 

members of Trout Unlimited (Clear Fork Chapter) comprised the attendees at this course session. 

The HOFNOD ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ŀǘ ƭƻŎŀƭ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎΣ ¸a/!ΩǎΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ CƻǳǊ I 

Clubs in local communities.  The majority of the HOFNOD programs require the financial support of 

local businesses, schools systems, and Police Departments to present these programs.  The cost of 

trips, transportation, meals, snacks, along with prizes and additional equipment for the students, can 

e significant... 

Training aids, equipment, and grants are available to support some of these expenditures 

through the ODNR. 

The American Sportsfishing Foundation funds this support and an actual cost to the State of 

Ohio is nothing. 

In the event your Club supports a HOFNOD and you utilize State resources, the State will 

request a breakdown of hours involved be reported back to them.  The Aquatic Education 

department uses this summary of hours as documentation for future funding from the American 

Sportsfishing Foundation. 

The Passport to Fishing outline is well written, and it is structured so that it may be modified 

to fit various individual presentations. 

The current presentation is structured around four subjects: 

¶ Fish Habitat and Handling 

¶ Fishing Knots and Rigging 

¶ Casting 

¶ Local Information 
ODNR will support these presentations with Fishing Rods and Reels as well as training aids 

and handouts to support these programs at local communities.  Any FFF Club can conduct one of the 

courses quite easily. 

The only requirement being is that at least one of the people involved has been certified by 

ODNR. 

In discussions with Marc Sommer, the Passport to Fishing program can be modified to include 

Fly Fishing and could be held in multiple sessions.  The only requirement from the State is that the 

four main segments need to be completed by the student in order to obtain any fishing equipment. 

Currently the Passport to Fishing program provides a Spinning Rod and Reel to the youth that 

complete this program.  (Continued on page 4) 
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We are now in discussions to determine how we may be able to supply any youth that 

ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜǎ ŀ tŀǎǎǇƻǊǘ ǘƻ άCƭȅέ CƛǎƘƛƴƎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ŀ Cƭȅ wƻŘ ŀƴŘ wŜŜƭ ƛƴ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻǳǘŦƛǘΦ 

ODNR will support the Federation of Fly Fishers here in Ohio in presenting either of these 

courses. 

It becomes apparent very quickly that the Passport to Fishing program with some Fly Fishing 

inclusion could be a significant introduction of our organization to the local community. 

If your Club has an interest in developing a modified Passport to Fishing program that 

would include a Fly Fishing segment, we need to talk. 

 

Jerry Polen 
VP Education, Ohio Council 

Federation of Fly Fishers 

 

 

HOFNOD 

April 27, 2008 Certification  Class 

 

 

 


