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Count our blessing!

At a recent instructional Fly Rsh y 3 9 RdzOF GA2y+f S@Syid L SELISNR
that is just how indomitable the human spirit is. | had an opportunity, which few of us get, to assist a blind,
terminally ill youngster to Fly Fish.

We, the volunteers, were standingaamd exchanging small talk waiting for our students to arrive.
Cars were in and out of the parking lot, some dropping off kids others parking and joining in with the kids
Suddenly a hush fell over the group as a student disembarked from a vehiclesholdfnfA & 51 RQ& | NJ
cane to sense his way while walking.

L Ff2y3 gAGK Fy20KSNJ @2fdzyiSSNJ { iS@S D2aal 3
fishing. As we walked to the fishing site, | had a chance to talk to his father andHeasariousness of his
a2yQa NI NB AffySaao

The things we take for granted while Fly Fishing, choosing a fly, tying on that fly, casting, site casting 1
a spot on the water, watching the end of the fly line for the take, etc., etc. were not availaligisto
youngster. We had to help him accomplish those simple tasks with the intended goal of him enjoying the

experience.
LG A& FYFTAY3 K2 GKSNI LISdziaAO o0SAy3a ySEN F &d
KSI NJ I g S NJFpidkdd & Bpot judt Sbovié b telitiitgd stream outlet and the water was being

force through this restriction and creating a section of fast water, thus the sound effect. Throughout the
morning our student, while fishing eagerly announced the sounds of,liigiant trains, and fish jumping and
splashing back into the water with excitement.

During the morning of fishing, his father kept shooting video, taking pictures and constantly
encouraging his son. The interaction between father and son was a didmai@/e and joy.

We learned recently he had caught his first Walleye, now he was after Trout! Our student caught
three very nice trout; his first was a large trout, while the second was huge! He ended his days catch with
normal sized trout but alivere equally important to him.

It was pure joy listening to him and watching him hold the net with his catch, pose for a picture, touch
his catch, feel the fly, which by now was badly chewed up, and compare it to a new fly by simply touching it.

Throughout the mornings activities both Steve and | had our teaching skills enriched by this
experience. Innumerable delightful and insightful little experiences happened to us during this time together.
I sincerely believe we took away more from the experien@ntaur fishing friend.

We had one last surprise! The youngster, after the gear was stored, went for a walk, with his dad
along the stream so he could enjoy the day a bit more. When was the last time you took a walk along th
stream you just finisheddghing to extend the days enjoyment?

Yes, we need to count our blessings!

Donald R. Van Buren
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From my Tying Bench
Notes from the 1 st Vice president

Thinking about joining a Club or Better yetmsa Club? We can help! The Ohio Council has
all the things you need. Just contact us and we will help you, from beginning thru completion.
However, the journey does not stop there; the Council, which you will be a part of, will remain as &
part of your Clubs extended family.

If anyone is interesi#, | have several members in the Strongsville, Berea, Neoyalton
area, that are thinking of starting a club. Please contact mga mmunications@fffohio.orgr our
President apresident@ohiofff.ordf interested.

TheCouncil is starting to visit Clubs; | am truly looking forward to this project, as | will be able
to meet all of you finally, that | have talked with. This project will help us (The OHC) to see what you
Club expects and needs form you State Council ad~ederation of Fly Fishers.

| wish to say thank you, to those who attended the Educational Program the Ohio Counci
sponsored. We now have Certified Instructors for HOFNOD and Pass Port Programs. Also thank
to Jerry Polen for his planning and effon this matter and Marc Sommer from ODNR for his
Instruction of the Class. It was well presented and enjoyed by all.
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EDUCATIOREPORT

Marc Sommer, State of Ohio Aquatic Coordinator for ODNR conducted a certification cours
onboththed| 221 SR 2y CA aKprof@l antd thai t B ¥ & BIRIDNA dréglam G & K
April 27th.

Nine Federation of Fly Fishers members, two Gueasis fthe Defiance Bass Club and two
members of Trout Unlimited (Clear Fork Chapter) comprised the attendees at this course session.

The HOFNODLINE AN} Y& KIF @S 0SSy O2yRdzOGSR i f 2¢
Clubs in local communitiesThe majorityof the HOFNOD programs require the financial support of
local businesses, schools systems, and Police Departments to present these progtaemsost of
trips, transportation, meals, snacks, along with prizes and additional equipment for the studemts, ca
e significant.

Training aids, equipment, and grants are available to support some of these expenditures
through the ODNR.

The American Sportsfishing Foundation funds this support and an actual cost to the State o
Ohio is nothing.

In the event your Chu supports a HOFNOD and you utilize State resources, the State will
request a breakdown of hours involved be reported back to therihe Aquatic Education
department uses this summary of hours as documentation for future funding from the American
Sportsfikiing Foundation.

ThePassport to Fishingutline is well written, and it is structured so that it may be modified
to fit various individual presentations.

The current presentation istructured around four subjects:

1 Fish Habitat and Handling
1 Fishing Knotand Rigging
1 Casting
1 Local Information
ODNR will support these presentations with Fishing Rods and Reels as well as training ait

and handouts to support these programs at local communiti&sy FFF Club can conduct one of the
courses quite easily.
The ony requirement being is that at least one of the people involved has been certified by
ODNR.

In discussions with Marc Sommer, the Passport to Fishing program can be modified to includ
Fly Fishing and could be held in multiple sessiofse only requiremenfrom the State is that the
four main segments need to be completed by the student in order to obtain any fishing equipment.

Currently the Passport to Fishing program provides a Spinning Rod and Reel to the youth thg
complete this program(Continuedmage 4)
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We are now in discussions to determine how we may be able to supply any youth that
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ODNR will support the Federation of Fly Fishers here in Ohio semtiiag either of these
courses.

It becomesapparentvery quickly that the Passport to Fishing program with some Fly Fishing
inclusion could be a significant introduction of our organization to the local community.

If your Club has an interest in develogina modified Passport to Fishing program that
would include a Fly Fishing segment, we need to talk.

Jerry Polen

VP Education, Ohio Council
Federation of Fly Fishers

HOFNOD
April 27, 2008 Certification Class
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